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OCTOBER 2021 LINK
FROM THE PASTOR
Dear brothers and sisters, one of the important lessons of God's Word to us on the first
Sunday of October was the assurance that we are loved as God's children, as brothers
and sisters of Christ. God has known us since before we were born. We accept that truth
through faith. We hear that truth in the Bible. No Scripture says it better than the
soaring words of Psalm 139, where the psalmist says: "If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your
right hand shall hold me fast" (Psalm 139:9-10). These are prayerful words!
At the same time, we know there are tasks to which God will call us in our life lived
faithfully before him. Knowing our humanity and God's divinity, however, we wonder:
Can we do all that God expects us to do?
When the angel explains to Mary the role she will play in becoming the mother of the
Son of the Most High, she asks: "How can this be?" The angel tells her, "Nothing will be
impossible with God" (Luke 1:37). Those words hearken back to the story of Abraham
and Sarah, when she laughs at the idea that she will have a child at such an advanced
age. The Lord says: "Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?" (Genesis 18:14). In our
prayers, we put our fears and doubts in God's hands.
In our Gospel lesson for the second Sunday in October, Jesus tells the disciples of the
troubling role that material wealth can play in disrupting the lives and faithfulness of
disciples. The disciples are concerned about their future. Jesus assures them saying:
"For God all things are possible" (Mark 10:27). We pray for that faith!
I ask you today to give careful thought to the role that prayer plays in the life of the
congregation. Look at the plan for "prayer partners" on the next page of this newsletter.
Commit! Sign up! You will receive prayer-partner assignments in November and the
opportunity to pray for one special brother or sister as you also pray for the
congregation.
Always keeping you in my prayers and so joyful to serve Christ alongside you,

Joan

First Presbyterian Church Prayer Partners
A Prayer Chain for Everyday Blessings
THIS IS THE PLAN:
1. Praying intentionally for one another
2. Praying for our church and its work
WHAT YOU DO:
1. First, you sign up for the program. Print and fill out this form; return it to the church office in
person, by mail, by email, or put it in the offering plate on Sunday.
2. Wait to learn the name of your prayer partner. You will be matched at random with another
member or friend of the congregation. You may choose to tell that person that he or she is the
partner for whom you are praying. Or you may keep it a secret until the partners change after
Easter. For some, it is fun to keep it secret.
3. The next thing you do is to pray each day for that person and at the same time pray for the
entire congregation and the work of the church.
4. You may also like to send cards at special times during the year or when the person has
special needs that you have learned of.
Remember: Praying and meditating on Scripture daily keeps you spiritually energized and
engaged. Praying gives you strength and comfort and at the same time seeks God's tender love
and care for the one for whom you pray. Join this special group by signing up in the form
provided below. Bless and be blessed!
Yes! I will take part in Prayer Partners!
MY NAME: __________________________________
PHONE(S):___________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________
BIRTHDAY: __________________________________
OTHER SPECIAL DATES: ________________________
MY ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: ___________________________(Use back of form if
needed)

MUSIC NOTES
Greetings to all in this beautiful Fall season. I hope you are all
enjoying the music from organ and choir. I am so blest to work
with such wonderful people that we have in our choir. Their
dedication and energy is very inspiring! We look forward to
continuing our service to God and to you in bringing good
quality, beautiful, and uplifting music to our worship services.
One need that we have is a male baritone/bass who reads music
and can help lead the section. Could God be calling you to this
important ministry? If so, please join us any Wednesday evening
at 6 p.m. in the choir room for rehearsal. We are a fun group and
you will find among the choir a most abundant welcome!!!
In October we will be reorganizing and renewing our Handbell Choir! After a long
sojourn of silence, the bells will once again be ringing out our praises. New to our
congregation is Melody Comstock who you may have noticed in the choir. She comes
to us with considerable expertise in the area of handbells and we are so very pleased to
welcome her into this ministry. Our immediate goal is to offer handbell music during
the Advent season, at our "Caroling on the Steps" program, and on Christmas Eve.
We will have our first meeting/rehearsal on Tuesday, October 12 at 6 p.m. in the
Sanctuary balcony. If you have been in the handbell choir before and would like to get
back to ringing, or if you are just interested in learning to ring, please plan to join us!
Vincent Bache, III
Director of Music and Organist
WORSHIP COMMITTEE
We are grateful and blessed to be in our beautiful sanctuary and we would like to thank
each and every one of you for making this possible by following the guidelines set in
place to keep all healthy. If you have not returned physically in the sanctuary, please
no worries. We thank you for being with us online and we’ll see you safely here when
you are ready to return.
Friendly safe reminders while entering the sanctuary:
Masks are highly recommended, please bring your own mask – if you
happen to leave yours at home, we do have them available at all doors.
Practice social distancing.
Hand sanitizer is available in pews and on the walls when entering the
sanctuary.
Please sit in ONLY the pews with the YELLOW BOWS.

The link for the video of the worship service is https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4.
The video is also available on First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201.
We know all of the above are difficult and laborious, we simply must continue to follow
these guidelines to keep everyone healthy and we do appreciate your cooperation. We
love you all and are doing our very best to keep us all healthy during these uncertain
times.
If you have any questions whatsoever or would like to assist in ushering/greeting
please feel free to email me at caramoody32@yahoo.com
Blessings, Cara Moody
Chairman FPC Worship Committee
LOCAL MISSION

Dana Dent of the First Presbyterian Mission Committee, second from right, presents a check to Diane and
Joe Good. Lourdene Hendricks, far left, assists the Goods in their ministry to help students with academic
tutoring and enrichment in the arts. Dana also delivered to D&J Youth Ministry, a large donation of
school supplies from First Presbyterian.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE: “LEARN FROM ME”
On September 12 we celebrated Rally Day at our 10:30 worship service. That
afternoon Cooper Brumfield, Tatum Brumfield, and Cameron Abney joined our college
choir members, Pastor Joan, and four other adults for a relaxed outing at Lake St John.

Sunday School classes for all children and teens continue at 9:15 in the Education Building. Kay McNeil,
Denise Seale and I meet with the older students while Chris Borum leads elementary aged children. Our
two adult classes are led by Chuck Borum and Lee Jones.

It’s much more fun for Claire and Mac Calhoun when the Ratcliffe grandchildren Wilder, Jackson, Ree,
and Callie are in town!

Because Marley Borum is now on the move, she was checking to see if visitors Emme and Juliette Smith
could keep up with her.

Nursery worker Lillian Fort is in her 32nd year of beautifully taking care of our church
babies and preschoolers. She is always available in the education building starting at
9 a.m. to receive children who need care.
Mathew 11:28-30 is a favorite Bible verse for many. An often-overlooked phrase in that
passage reads in the New Revised Standard Version, "LEARN FROM ME" (emphasis is
mine). Perhaps there is no easier way to accomplish this than by studying and
fellowshipping with other believers. We encourage all to begin attending one of our
Sunday school classes, the Tuesday 11 a.m. study in Stratton Chapel, or the ultra-casual

Wednesday night 6 p.m. gathering. The Message Bible translation has this translation
of the Matthew passage: Jesus says, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion?
Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a
real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with
me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
Helen Smith, chairman
Christian Education Committee
PLAYSCHOOL
Happy Fall! This month we have been given the opportunity to grow our own
Playschool garden! We will be going to local vendors to purchase our supplies. The
Preschoolers will learn about fruits and vegetables in class as part of an exciting unit
called Dig In! The Dig In! Unit uses gardening to get kids interested in fruits and
vegetables. They learn about where their food comes from and how to build a healthy
plate at mealtime. When kids grow and prepare fruits and vegetables, they are also
more likely to taste them. This garden will also add a ton of fun, hands-on element to
Math, Science, and English Language Arts lessons. Gardening can be a great way for us
to enjoy the outdoors, get physical activity, and grow fruits, vegetables, and fresh
herbs.

The children in Ms. Penny’s class are having a great time, digging in the dirt and planting vegetables!

The children can’t wait to see what the garden will produce!

It’s going to be a great month!
Aretha Davis, Playschool Director
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Dear Ladies,
Mark your calendars: Rebekah Circle will meet on Wednesday, October 13, at 10 a.m.
(note time change). Dig out those Bible Study books Into the Light, Finding Hope Through
Prayers of Lament and study the first lesson. As you remember, we are using last year’s
books since due to the pandemic we really never began our study. We will meet in the
Parlor or Stratton Chapel, depending on the number of women who are able to attend.
I will be teaching the first lesson. I hope to see all of you there!
Our PW Luncheon for September was cancelled, but Joan graciously came to our
September Coordinating Team meeting and installed Dana Dent and reaffirmed all your
other officers. Our next luncheon will be in January when the Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller will
be with us to speak on our Bible study which she wrote for the Presbyterian Women.
We are all looking forward to having Lynn with us again.
The PW Yearbooks are now available in the church office or at the upcoming circle
meeting. Please pick up one of these books. God bless each of you.
Phyllis Mashburn, PW Moderator

REPORT FROM THE DEACONS
The deacons continue to send cards and notes to our homebound out each month. We
also send birthday cards and cards of encouragement. If you know of anyone who
needs some TLC, please contact me.
We are looking forward to having a November luncheon, if the pandemic allows.
Frances Meason, Deacon Chairman
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS
Our Wednesday evenings at 5:15 in the Fellowship Hall have taken on more
excitement. At 6 p.m. when the choir members leave for practice, and many adults join
Joan Gandy for a conversational study in the library, Randy Smith now plays ball
games with the children of all ages. Our meals continue to be whatever a volunteer
chooses to bring (costs reimbursed by the church). We have enjoyed getting to know
each other better. Some come for only the fellowship and others only for the study. We
know that this would be an excellent opportunity for you to come and bring your
friends or neighbors for a brief time of fellowship regardless of their church affiliation.
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet Tuesday, October 5, at 7 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
The Deacons will meet Thursday, October 7, at 5:30 p.m. in the church library.
Congregational Meeting: The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called a meeting
of the congregation following the 10:30 worship service on October 10, 2021, to elect
new officers for the term beginning in January 2022. Please plan to attend worship that
day and remain for the meeting.
October Luncheon: There will be no luncheon this month.
The next Session Meeting is Monday, October 11, at 5:30 p.m. in the church library.
Open Gates AA Meeting meets every Wednesday at 12 noon in the basement meeting
room in Stratton Chapel.
Boy Scout Troop 157 meets at 7 p.m. Mondays in Fellowship Hall.
The Pastor's Bible Study meets on Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. in Stratton Chapel. You may
bring your Bibles or use the ones provided in the chapel.
Online Giving: For your convenience you now can give online through PayPal. You do
not have to have a PayPal account. Just click the Online Donate button on our Give
webpage at https://www.fpcnatchez.org/give. This is a great way to meet your regular
commitments to the church or to make a special gift. Thank you for your faithfulness.
To have a copy of our prayer list emailed to you, please contact the church office. Hard
copies are also available in the church office if you would like to stop and pick one up.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
October 2
Ron Miller
October 3
Mae Holyoak
October 5
Alina Sharp
Adair Carey
October 8
Ralph Loe
Joey Willett
October 9
Judy Stahlman
October 12 Rose Godfrey
October 17 Sherry Jones
October 19 Lynn Britt
October 25 Judy Kempinska
Shelley Dearing
October 28 Cara Moody
October 31 Marvin McDonald
CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor
Mr. Vincent Bache III, Director of Music and Organist
Deon Buford, Sexton
Aretha Davis, Playschool Director
Pam McNeil, Office Administrator
Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary
Officers of the Church
ELDERS:
Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody, Anne Willett
Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith
Class of 2023: Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Mary Lessley, Catherine Ratcliffe
DEACONS:
Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason
Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith
Class of 2023: Ken Price, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington
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